HE CONTINUED HIS STUDIES, HOWEVER,
AND APPARENTLY REMAINED AN
UPSTANDING MEMBER OF THE
CONGREGATION.

AFTER HIS FATHER'S DEATH, AND WHILE
STILL A YOUNG IAN, SPINOZA TOOK
OVER THE FAMILY IMPORTING BUSINESS.

BENTO (OR BARUCH) DE SPINOZA WAS BORN AND RAISED IN AMSTERDAM. HIS FAMILY
BELONGED TO THAT CITY'S PORTUGUESE-JEWISH COFVAUNITY.

BuT SUDDENLY, IN JuLY OF 1656, THE
TWENTY-THREE YEAR OLD SPINOZA WAS
PERMANENTLY BANISHED FROM AMSTERDAM'S
PORTUGUE St-JEWISH COMMUNITY,
' 1| WE EXCOMMUNICATE,

CURSE, AND DAFIN
Barutn pe

THE HERE/T DOCUMENT SPEAKS
OF HIS “ABOMINABLE HERESIES
AND MONSTROUS DEEDS™,

THESL SLPRARDIC JEw/S WERE DESCENDANTS [ o oo oencoon oeenen UNDER THE

TIONS OF JEwS IN SPAIN AND
SE)R%S:E!I.M\.}HO, IN THE LATE 13TH CENTU- SPANISH INGQUISITION.

RY, HAD BEEN FORCED TO CONVERT TO
CHRISTIANITY.

THeY {

FusT A
STILL BE

PRACTICING

You ARE A
MONSTER!

BUT DOES NOT
DIENTION  \WHAT
THEY ARE.

SPINOZA HAD LOST HIS COMMITMENT To-
THE JEWISH FAITH BY THIS POINT, AND

THE BEGINNING OF THE
MANY EVENTUALLY MIGRATED To THE DuTcH REPUBLIC AT ‘THEL INI SEEMS TO HAVE TAKEN IT AL IN Q00D

T7TH CENTURY.

e

“| THEY CAN SETTLE | ;F:W.\;bk i%ogg?_\lzr -
-\ HERE AND PRACTICE J = \FOR OU .
== THEIR JUDALSM. :

CURSED BE
HE BY
NIGHT.
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IN THE 1660s, SPINOZA SUPPORTED
HIMSELF BY LENS-GRINDING...

AND WORKEL' ON HIS PHILOSOPHICAL
MASTERPIECE, THE L74fES

[} A 3 = |
) 44| @a s,

HIs IDEAS ON GoD, MORALITY, AND
RELIGION WERE EXTREMELY RADICAL -~
AND, IN THE EYES OF CONTEMPORARIES,
HIGHLY DISTURBING.

ACCORDING TO SPINOZA, THERE IS NO
SUCH THING AS A TRANSCENDENT,

PROVIDENTIAL GOD - THE SUPERNATURAL
AGENT OF THE ABRAHAMIC RELIGIONS.

Gob OR NATURE,
ITS THE SAME THING -
THE ONE INFINITE AND
NECESSARILY EXISTING
SUBSTANCE.

EVERYTHING
ELSE IS "IN Gop
OR NATURE AS A

“MoDE” OR PROPERTY,




GobD on NATURE 15
ETERNAL. THERE WAS NO
BEGINNING FOR NATURE
AND THERE WILL BE NO

i 1rs Gooo To
BE ETERNAU

THINGS COULD
NOT HAVE -BEEN
OTHERWISE. THIS
15 THE ONLY

NEITHER NATURE ITSELF NOR ANYTHING
IN NATURE EXISTS FOR A PURPOSE.

/AT

DOES IT |
ALL ntm?
=t

7 'Irlm
FEAN
NOTHIN' /
-

Gon Of MATURE MAKES NO

CHOIEES. WHATEVER nAPRPEMS Y
FLATURE 5 DETERTUNED 1B
HARPEN “BY MNATURES
POLER  AND
LAV,

I MATURE, ¥
refrING L
COMTIRGENT A0

WHATEVER IS,
JUST 18

<z THERE IS NO
& GooD OR BAD
IN NATURE.




Gob on NATURE Is i

ETERNAL. THERE WAS NO _ i mal\; 1ECTNgﬁ° '
BEGINNING FOR INATURE ach i NA%{@}?’&JN INFINITE
AND THERE WILL BE-NO & AND ETERNAL

Yy Ir's Goon To
BE ETERNAL!

G0 OR NATURE MAKES NO
CHOICES: \WHATIVER HAPPENS IN
MATURE  [§ DETERMINED: 10

| HAPPER BY DATURE'S
FOWER AN
LA

I NATLAE,
NOTHING 15

CONTIRGEMT

THINGS CouLD
NOT HAVE BEEN
OTHERWISE. THIS
IS THE ONLY

NEITHER NATURE ITSELF NOR ANYTHING
IN NATURE EXISTS FOR A PURPOSE.

iT DON'T
//u_mﬂ nmn':'r |
- NOTHIN'!

.._H__M__f,_-'

DOES IT
ALL nzm;r

— 777 THERE IS No
' Y GOOd OR BAD

IN NATURE.

WHATEVER 1S,
JUST 15




SPINOZA INSISTS THAT HUMAN BEINGS
ARE AS MUCH A PART OF NATURE - AND

. ‘THE HUMAN BODY, LIKE @ ﬁ THE HUMAN
SUBJECT TO ITS LAWS - AS ANYTHING Ll

‘ ANY BODY, IS A [MODE -OF ki MIND IS A MODE OF

NATURE UNDER THE -ATTRI- NATURE UNDER THE .

_ ELSE BUTE OF EXTENSION - IT '} ATTRIBTUTE oOF TI'KJTUGHT

/ We AR Nor 1S A PART OF NATURE'S N A]Tuaaa%ogsﬁr %
We A NGT MATERIAL \ & AL

L sonzumeoon REALM. -

S OURSELVES, /=

THESE
ATTRIBUTES OF
NATURE  ARE,
DISTINGT.

THERE IS NO
SutH THING AS
FREE WILL.

THE THOUGHTS, DESIRES, EMOTIONS, AND
CHOICES OF HUMAN BEINGS ARE ALL
DETERMINED BY CAUSES.

| MINDS DO NOT CAUSE THINGS TO NOR DO BODIES CAUSE THINGS TO
HAPPEN IN BODILS. HAPPEN IN MINDS.

ONLY BODIES =g, IDEAS OR

/ " | | THOUGHTS ARE
AFFECTED ONLY [/
BY OTHER
IDEAS OR

5 o | THOUGHTS.
SPINOZA WAS STRONGLY INFLUENCED BY
DESCARTES. BUT HE DISAGREED WITH THE BUT
DUALIST PICTURE OF MIND AND BQDY. EXPRESSED IN-
™G DIF.FFTRENT .
My MIND WAYS: ' 4
AND BODY ARE e
ONE  Anp THE 4

JASIE




# | THEY ARE, IN FACT, ONE AND THE SAME

| THING IN NATURE EXPRESSING ITSELF AS A
", BODY IN THE MATERIAL REALM AND AS
THE MENTAL

A HUMAN MIND IS NOTHING BUT A
PARTICULAR ITEM IN NATURES MENTAL
REALM THAT DIRECTLY CORRESPONDS TG A
PARTICULAR BODY IN THE MATERIAL REALM.

A PAIN FELT IN THE MIND IS NOT (AP BY SOMETHING HAPPENING IN THE BODY.
RATHER, IT IS SLMPLY THE EXPRESSION UNDER THE ATTRIBUTE OF THOUGHT

OF THE SAME THING THAT IS EXPRESSING ITSELF UNDER THE ATTRIBUTE OF EXTENSION
AS THE BODY'S PHYSICAL DISTRESS.

DESCARTES WAS
WRONG. A HUMAN
BEING IS NOT A
UNION OF TwO

DISTINCT
SUBSTANCES. 4

THERE 1S ONLY

ONE INFINITE
SUBSTANCE, Gop
OR NATURE.

]



SPINOZA'S METAPHYSICAL EXPLANATION OF
WHAT WE ARE AND HOW WE ARE A
PART OF NATURE LAYS THE FOUNDATIONS
FOR HIS ACCOUNT OF HOW WE LIVE -

AND SHOULD LIVE - OUR LIVES.

IT ALL DEPENDS ON WHAT
CAUSES ARE DETERMINING
OUR CHOICES AND

ARE WE GUIDED BY- OUR PASSIONS, BY
THE WAYS IN WHICH WE ARE MADE TO
FEEL BY THINGS IN THE WORLD AS THEY
AFFECT US? '

T

OR DO \WE LEAD OURSELVES THROUGH
REASON, BY WHAT WE KNOW TO BE
TRUE AND IN OUR BEST INTEREST?

¥ OE ARt WE ACTIVE
| -AnD IN CONTROL OF

LLTS £In0
FOMLTHING
BETTLR TG

[H2

Do WE PASSIVELY
SUFFER THE SLINGS AND
ARROW/S OF OQUTRAGEOUS £

A LIFE GOVERNED BY THE PASSIONS IS A
LIFE OF BONDAGE. A PERSON IS A SLAVE
TO HIS DESIRES FOR THINGS NOT UNDER
HIS CONTROL

HIS HAPPINESS IS SUBJECT TO GOOD LuCK
AND BAD LUCK,

T ESPECIALLY
| TROUBLING

e

To THINK THAT GOD 1S A PERSONAL AGENT WHO WILL DISPENSE ETERNAL REWARD AND
PUNISHMENT MEANS THAT YOUR LIFE WILL BE DIRECTED NOT BY KNOWLEDGE BUT BY
THE EMOTIONS OF HOPE AND FEAR.




ON THE OTHER HAND, A LIFE UNDER THE
GUIDANCE OF REASON -

ESPECIALLY AN UNDERSTANDING OF HOW
ALL THINGS, INGLUDING OURSELVES,
ARE A PART OF NATURE AND
NECESSITATED BY ITS LAWS -

WE WILL BEAR %
S CcALMLY THOSE
| THINGS THAT HAPPEN
W 70 US CONTRARY TO 40

THE TRULY FREE PERSON WILL Knw THAT
THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS FREL WLl
OR AN IMMORTAL SOUL, AND SO SHL
WILL NOT BE TROUBLED BY IRRATIONL
BLLIERS ABDUT AN AFTERLIFE.

A FAEE PERSON
THINKS LEAST
OF ALL OF

WILL BE A LIFE OF FREEDOM, VIRTUE,
AND PEACE OF FIND.

/Wi COMD NOT HAVE
| AVOIDED THEM AND THAT
VE, NO LESS THAN
OTHER THINGS, FyST
FOLLOW NATURE'S
ORDER.

E..JI"’H J..'. ;—Jgf :

&

THE REWARDS OF THE LIFE OF REASON
AND VIRTUE ARE IN 7A/5

AND TOLERANT I0EALS OF HOLLAND UNDER NGZA
ASSAULT BY POLITICAL CONSERVATIVES AND %};ﬁf HIS  THEQLOGIEAL-FOLITICAL

THEIR RELIGIOUS ALLIES,

IN THE 7REATISE SPINOZA ARGUES THAT
‘POLITICAL STABILITY AND SOCIAL
WELL-BEING REQUIRE:

PHILOSOPHIZING IS
ESSENTIAL FOR THE PEACE AND
PIETY OF THE
REpuBLIC!




HE MAKES HIS CASE BY SHOWING THAT
THE BIBLE, WHICH AELIGIOUS LEADERS USE
TO INFLUENCE THE

HEARTS AND MIN

DS OF
RALLY WRITTEN

ITS AUTHORS WERE OADINARY HUMAN
BEINGS ADDRESSING VERY PARTICULAR
HISTORICAL CIRCUMSTANCES.

) SGRIPTURE  CONSISTS OF DIFFERENT
BOOKS VW/RITTEN AT DIFFERENT TIMES
: FOR DIFFERENT AUDIENCES BY
DIFFERENT AUTHORS. -

THE ORIGINAL TEXTS WERE COPIED MANY
TIMES AND HANDED DOWN THROUGH THE
CENTURIES...

AND FINALLY EDITED INTO A SINGLE
COLLECTION LONG AFTER THEY HAD BEEN
WRITTEN.

THE TEXT OF THE
BIBLE AS WE HAVE
IT 1S A CORRUPT AND
FUTILATED WORK OF
HUMAN

LITERATURE.

WHAT MAKES THE BIBLE "DIVINE"
IS ONLY ITS MORALLY EDIFYING
INFLUENCE UPON READERS.

/" THE DIVINITY
OF SCRIPTURE
LIES SOLELY IN

THE PROPHETS \/HO \WROTE THESE BOOKS
WERE NOT PHILOSOPHERS OR SCIENTISTS
OR EVEN THEOLOGIANS.

AND SO WHAT THEY 3AY ABOUT Gob,
NATURE, AND HUMAN BEINGS IS NOT
NECESSARILY TRUE.

JOSHUA WAS NOT AN

ASTRONOMER; HE REALLY
| BELTEVED THE SUN WENT
i AROUND THE
EARTH,

THIS LOOKS |
PRETTY !

THE PROPHETS WERE, HOWEVER, MEN OF
EXTRACRDINARY VIRTUE' AND VIVID
IMAGINATION.

THEIR MESSAGE,
ELOGUENTLY TOLD, |,
IS A SIMPLE
ONE.

Love

NEIGHBOR!

,

YOUR,

&7



TRUE RELIGION CONSISTS ONLY IN
JUSTICE AND CHARITY TOWARD OTHERS.

SPINOZA ALSC ARGUES THAT IMIRACLLS
ARE IMPOSSIBLE. -

S| Gop & NATURE, AND NOTHING
SRS AN HAPPEN TN NATURE THAT

CONTRAVENES ITS Ow
UNIVERSAL

EVERYTHING ELSE - ALL THE CEREMONIES
AND RITES OF ORGANIZED RELIGIONS -
HAS NOTHING TO D0 WITH PIETY.

| Aepfeson sl ECENERATED
INTD FEAMICIOUE

WHAT \JE
I!CALL A n
TURACLE

IS OMLY
AN EVENT
WHOSE,
NATURAL
CAUSE WE
HAVE NOT

YET
DISCOVERED,

SPINOZA 15, ‘ABOVE ALL, CONCERNED TO
SHOW THAT LIBERTY OF THOUGHT AND
EXPRESSION IS ESSENTIAL TO THE
WELL-BEING OF A POLITY.

f IN A FREE
COMMONWEALTH,
EVERYONE MAY
THINK AS HE
PLEASES AND
SAY WHAT HE

ANY EFFORTS TO REPRESS INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM IN THE NAME OF RELIGION WILL ONLY

BACKFIRE AND BE HARMFUL TO SOCIETY.

It Is uP TO THE CIVIL AUTHORITIES, NOT
RELIGJOUS LEADERS, TO GOVERN THE LIVES
OF CITIZENS.

THUS SPINOZA, LIKE HOBBES, SAYS THAT
EVEN RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS ARE TO BE
OVERSEEN BY SECULAR AUTHORITIES.

It 15 DISASTROUS FOR BOTH
RELIGION AND STATE TO
ALLOW RELIGIOUS [
FUNCTIONARIES THE RIGHT TO
MEDDLE IN STATE
BUSINESS.




UNLIKE HOBBES, HOWEVER, SPINOZA SPINOZA'S THEOLOGICAL-POLITICAL  TREATISE
INSISTS THAT DEMOCRACY IS THE BEST WAS PUBLISHED ANONYMOUSLY IN 1670,

IN THE SPRING OF 1676,|

POLITICAL SYSTEM FOR INSURING PEACE WITH A FALSE PUBLISHER AND CITY ON A YSTERJOUS VISITOR
CAME TC SEE SPINOZA

IN THE HAGUE.

AND- PROGRESS.

THE TITLE PAGE AS A PRECAUTION.
' C U THEE ARE N
= '\ DANGER!

[ oUs
TMES, ESPECIALLYY
|~ Fol SoriEoNE |
A \/HO SPEAKS:
INp! 4

THE TREATISE \JAS ATTACKED BY

THE BOOK CAUSED A TREMENDOUS RELIGIOUS AUTHORITIES -AND BANNED
UPROAR AND A VICIOUS BACKLASH. BY CIVIC BODIES IN HOLLAND

AND ELSEWHERE,

THIS 15 AN EVL, o PR s T
ATHEISTIC TREATISE THAT |
wWILL CORRUPT
THE SOULS OF
AEADERS! -

ONE CRITIC LABELED IT "A BOOK FORGED ' 1 VR A

' , EVEN THOMAS HOBBES WAS TAKEN MEET THE AUTHOR OF THE
IN HELL BY THE DEVIL HIMSELF" ABACK BY SPINOZA'S AUDACITY. SCANDALDUS
THEOLOGRCAL-FOLITICAL  TREATISE,

I DURST NOT
WRITE S5O

AND SAID HE WAS IF
A FELLOW
PHILOSOPHER.




