GOTTIRICD WILHELM LLIBNIZ
WAS THE CENTURY'S GREAT

POLYMATH,




| He DEVELOPED CALC”L s fh mmmmﬁm SNOU'MIIT B 50 YOU SAY
_ _ | _ ULUS, ‘ THE ICAL || seconp! - IT = ’
HIS EXPERTISE EXTENDED TO | STUDY OF CHANGE: AND INFINITESIMALS. \JAS IR\JH? 1\ Newrow
= DISCOVERED IT. ' :

. _ {| HE coplep
I Tk T

{TH:Y  PROBABLY BOTH

|
| DLSCOVERED IT INDEPEMDEWTLY )
J

T

HE WAS ALSO AN INVENTOR, AND i e, P oF Jerb, LERAIZ WS O
DESIGNED A CALCULATING ACHINE BARIS WHERE HE HAD BEEN SENT ON A

DIPLOMATIC MISSION BY THL ELECTOR OF
MAINZ

HE TOOK ADVANTAGE Of THE RETURN

OURNEY TO MAKE A DETOUR TO

OLLAND AND MEET THE INFAMOUS
SPINOZA

! AT By DON'T TELL
A B S MY BOSS, BUT
: : WHAT T WAS
REALLY DOING
' THERE \WAS 1
i = CHECKING OUT
THE PHILOSOPRICALY |
' SCENE. ]




LEIBNIZ, A LUTHERAN, AND SPINOZA, AN EXCOMMUNICATED JEW, MUST HAVE HAD QUITE |
A CONVERSATION

SR o

PROBABLY BECAUSE HIS OWN PHILOSOPHY
SEEMED TO COML DANGEROUSLY CLOSE TC
SUCH A CONCLUSION. .

LEIBNIZ WAS TAOUBLED BY SPINOZA'S
ACCOUNT OF THE NECESSITY OF THE
VORLD AND EVERYTHING IN IT

I'D BETTEA
BE CAREFUL

LEIBNIZ KNEW SPINOZAS VIEWS ON !
RELIGION, THE BIBLE, AND MIRACLES FAOM |
THE 7Atot Oeleal-FiLiTIeAl . FREATIAE.

BuT WHAT LEIBNIZ REALLY WANTED TO .
KNOW MORE ABOUT \JAS SPINOZAS
METAPHYSICS

';&HANUSCRIPT or /RN

By 1686, LEIBNIZ, NOW \JORKING FOR THE IN HIS Lueanse ov 7EmacEs, HE
DuKe of HANOVER, HAD FIGURED QUT SOME INSISTS THAT THIS IS NOT THE ONLY
FETAPHYSICAL THINGS OF HIS OWN. POSSIBLE \WORLD. -

SOMETHING
I've put
TOGETHER.

You THINK THAT
THINGS COULD

NOT HAVE BEEN
OTHERWISE?

ARE THE SAME
THING?

THERE ARE INFINITELY MANY POSSIBLL
\WORLDS THAT (GOD COULD HAVE CREATED. |

THIS 1§ THE
ONLY POSSIBLE
\JORLD?

THIS 1S THE °
AT oF AL
| POSSIBLE \JORLDS.




it T AnD e svow THIS
?,;:&43_ BECAUSE OTHERWISE GOD,
: '!;'"a___.

LEIBNIZ COINED THE TERM "THEODICY" FOR | ki T
A SOLUTION TO THIS PHILOSOPHICAL | B Y. BLSTNESS
CONUNDRUM | i

WHO CANNOT DO ANYTHING f°
R o LESS THAN THE BEST, /
WOULD NOT HAVE
CREATED IT.

YOURE LOOKING IN
THE WRONG
S FLACE.

E ARTHQUAKES,
TSUNAMIS,
PLAGUES, IMURDERS,
BIRTH
DEFORMITIES?

.; WHY ARE THERE
AVY EVILE AT ALL
IN A \JORLD
CREATED BY A
WISE, JUST, AND
PERFECTLY GOOD

WHAT
MAKES THIS WORLD
THE BEST OF ALL
| POSSIBLE WORLDS IS THAT Y = .
IT HAS THE SIMPLEST LAWS | -
AND THE RICHEST
PHENOMENA.




GOD'S CHOICE OF THIS WORLD WAS LEIBNIZ'S GOD MADE A CHOICE FOR A
IBNEI§IJ\</%DJ:LE I?\JESIT EOSERGUEEAT (RGES T GO ThaT T S, B BEST oMM YRRy ¢ MOTIVATED, EVEN DETERMINED, BY \WiSDOM COMPELLING, EVEN IRRESISTIBLE REASON,
' : AND JUSTICE. - BUT IT WAS STILL A A CHOICE

'} 1
¢ IR I AFRAID A\ I sa, :
] -, = THAT IN THE BEST § - “DETERFINED," WELL LET
WORLD, THERE WILL f3 NOT YOU KNOW.
BE SUFFERING. NOT v ,

‘NECE SSITATED,
EVERYONE WILL £ = ,

 BE HAPPY.

JIE N

H
ERUARNE

ND IN PAINTING, WHERE SHADOWS ALLOW
HE ILLUMINATED PARTS TO EMERGE..

nce i ]

FrRom GOD'S CHOICE TO CREATE THIS \WORLD, EVERYTHING ELSE - EVERY THING

AS IN TUSIC, WHERE DISSONANCE IS AND EVENT THAT IS A PART OF THIS \WOALD -. NECESSARILY FOLLOWS.

NECESSARY TO HIGHLIGHT THE HARFMONY...

$O IN THE BEST WORLD THERE WILL BE
.DEFECTS THAT MAKE THE PERFECTIONS STAND
'OUT EVEN MORE CLEARLY.

A WORLD WITH
EVEN ONE LESS
\NATURAL DISASTER ORf|
#?;\ONE LESS  SINNER
~\ WOULD NOT BE
L 7 JORLD
AND 50 WbuLD-
BE LESS THAN

GOD THUS Aons
BUT DOES NOT

DIRECTLY
_DESIRE THEM,

¥ \JGPC:;THY oF NOTHING

v oD's
.\ CHOICE.

./ HAPPENS WITHOUT Y
w . A CAUSE OR REASON.
A WHATEVER HAPPENS

“AHAS BEEN DETERMINED /.

TO HAPPEN. /




BUT BECAUSE ALTERNATIVE POSSIBILITIES
ARE STILL  conMeb/iAAF, THE NECESSITY
OF THINGS IS NOT A LOGICAL OR

ABSOLUTE NECESSITY. . :

ADAM AND
EvE cHose
TO EAT UG
THE FRUIT. A 8

AND GIVEN '\
GO'S CHOICE OF

THIS WORLD WITH
THIS ADAM AND
THIS EVE,

7 coulb NoT §
| HAVE ponE
A\ OTHERWISE. &7

/St
~ [ THEY cHost
A To EAT T

\ FREELY.

70 WORLD WITH 740 ADAM AND
EVE EATING 72 FRUIT 1S NOT THE
ONLY LOGICALLY POSSIBLE \JORLD.

OTHER \/ORLDS W/ITH OTHER ADAMS AND OTHER
EVES ARE STILL POSSIBLE “I¥ THEMSELVES)
ALTHOUGH GOD \/QULD CERTAINLY A#7 HAVE
CHOSEN AMY OF THOSE WORLDS, SINCE THEY ARE
NOT COMPATIBLE \WITH DIVINE WISDOM

NS 0

T Y
. ; Mort I corf
|\ THE PART!

¢ [TL1Ke DESCARTES AND SPINOZA - AND

ARISTOTLE - LEIBNIZ MADE JLASTAME

A - I8
THE METAPHYSICAL FOUNDATION OF 10 AEALLY 3L

TO BE A SUBSTANCE.

REALITY.

AND TO BE A SUBSTANCE IS5, ONCE
AGAIN, TO BE A TRULY INDEPENDENT
THING - SOMETHING THAT REQUIRES
NOTHING ELSE _FOR ITS EXISTENCL.

T
" - i :
5 i
i il




=

NOTHING THAT BELONGS TO OR HAPPENS 8 g
To A SUBSTANCE CAN COME FROM OUTSIDE |
IT.

I'm A
SUBSTANCE.

A TRUE
SUBSTANCE 1S
ACTIVE AND HAS

" IT GENERATES
ALL ITS OwWN
STATES AND
ACTIONS THROUGH
ITS NATUAE

L4

_ LIons AND Ticems) :
AND BEARS ARE | Bur LEIBNIZ'S AGREEMENT \WITH
SUBSTANCES. A ‘ DESCARTES GOES ONLY S0 FAR.

AN IMDIVIDUAL SUBSTANCE'S NATURE ZFTEA/IMVES

AND LET ME TELL
WHAT IT 15 AND WHAT IT DOLS.

| You, 1T'S A PRETTY
' GOOD APPLL! -

ADAM EATS THE
APPLE ONLY
BECAUSE THIS ACT
FOLLOWS FROM HIS

NATURE. ‘4
But HE

STILL EATS IT
FREELY.

" ;"m i n
S .- o OF THE NATURE X - o . ’
{ "ol e of OF AN INDIVIDUAL -~y
| Fam 22 . { SUBSTANCE To BE A bl
™\ COMPLETE BEING. fo” 21
AND THE SUBSTANCE

HE BELIEVED THAT INDEPENDENT EXISTENCE A SUBSTANCE CANNOT DEPEND IN ANY AND ITS ACTIONS ARE
IMPLIES TOTAL  SELF-SUFFICIENGY. _ WAY - CAUSALLY “OR OTHERWISE- - ON : ECSENTIAL FEATURES

: ANYTHING ELSE
prg

ADAIM EXISTS
WITH THIS NATURE
ONLY BECAUSE HE

OF 772X \WORLD.
i 1§ A PART OF

ITS CONCEPT ALoME ;
MUST ALLOV FOR THE | .»
DEDUCTION GF ALL THE

PROPERTIES THAT EVER
PERTAIN TD THAT
w SUBSTANCE.

B {OTHER THAN
i Goo, oF

i,
/ ."}couasa. sl




LEIBNIZ CONCLUDES THAT IF ANY
SUBSTANCE MuST BE THE ACTIVE SOURCE
OF ITS OwWN STATLS, THERE CAN BE NO
CAUSAL NVTZRACTIONV BETWEEN SUBSTANCES.
: Ir
CERTAINLY LOOKS

LIKL THINGS IN THE |

WORLD  ARL
INTERACTING AND
" CAUSING EFFECTS

WHEN T $IT
ON SOMETHING

[ TELL A FRIEND
To MEET ME AT

A CERTAIN PLACE, £

AND LO AND

AT THE
RIGHT PLACE
AT THE RIGHT/

AND Y
BODY-SUBSTANCE
SUFFERS A
WOUND,

Yy
MIND-SUBSTANCE
EXPERIENCES
PAIN.

B
h

L REMARKABLE CORREL ATION

| 1 AFONG THINGS HAPPLN

N WITHOUT :

o CAUSAL / )
. INTERACTIONZA

THERE 1S A GRAND
ORDER IN NATURE
DIVINELY ESTABLISHED
AT CREATION.

BECAUSE THAT'S

' HOw GOD SET

IT ALL UP

THE WORLD GOD HAS
CREATED EXHIBITS A
PRE-E STABLISHED
HARMONY AMONG
ALL THINGS.




GoD HAS FORMED EACH OF THESE SUBSTANCES IN
sugH A i WAY THAT EACH ONE,
FOLLOWING ITS
OWN LAWS,
AGREES WITH
AL THE

AS IF THERE WERE A
MUTUAL INFLUENCE, BUT
WITHOUT THEIR ACTUALLY
ACTING UPON
ONE  ANOTHER.

# THE STATES

7 OF AL SUBSTANCES
FLOV/ FROM THEIR
INDIVIDUAL NATURES
4f SEPARATELY BUT IN A
MAGNIFICENT, [IVINELY
INSTITUTED
CORRESPONDENCE  WITH

EACH OTHER.

IMAGINE THAT &
CLOCKMAKER SETS 1
CLOCKS TO THE
SAME TIME AND
THEN WINDS

A7 WHEN eNE
oF CLOCK STRIKES
o/ NOON, S0 WILL
THE OTHER. BuT
THE FIRST CLOCK
DOES NOT CAUSE
THE SECOND CLOCK
, T0 CHIME.

o k] NATURE, BUT COORDINATED \ITH GAEAT
{\\/1sD0rl AND PROVIDENCE BY (oD

S0 THE STATES OF THE MIND AND THE
STATES OF THE 80DY IN A HUMAN BEING
UNFOLD, EACH SUBSTANCE ACCORDING TO ITS

IT's PART
OF \WHAT

MAKES ME -
THE BEST!

ONE OF LEIBNIZS LIFELONG PROJECTS wWAS TO
"USE HIS -PHILOSGPHY TO HEAL THE SCHISM
BETWEEN CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANTS.

CANT W&
ALL JUST GET

So HE SENT AN OUTLINE OF TH
ot o FEDEASZT  TO ANTOINE
ARNAULD, A PROCIINENT, BUT HIGHLY
CONTROVERSIAL, CATHOLYC THEOLOGIAN
WHOM HE GOT TO KNOW IN PARIS

ARNAULD WAS A LEADING FIGURE IN
FRANCE OF THE JANSENIST MOVEMENT -
A SMALL, AUSTERE CATHOLIC SECT.

SUCH AN ERUDITE AND ™Y
REASONABLE
PERSON \WOULD
HAVE TO
APPROVE  SUCH
BEAUTIFUL
IDEAS.




THE JANSENISTS WERE PERSECUTED BY THE
| FRENCH CROWN AND THE CHURCH
t HIERARCHY FOR THEIR vItwsS ©ON - DIVINE
GRACE AND OTHER MATTERS.

BUT THEY RESISTED ANY COMPROMISE OF
THEIR PRINCIPLES.

el
<

ARNAULD WAS A BRILLIANT BUT
STUBBORN -MAN, AND NOT ONE TO

CONCEDE A MILLIMETER TO HIS MANY

B
7 WE WILL NEVER
A clve IN. Gop IS

ON OUR SIDE.

ARNAULD WAS IN EXILE FROFM FRANCE

WHEN HE READ LEIBNIZ'S OUTLINE

HE \WAS NOT IFPRESSED, TO SAY THE
LEAST (ALTHOUGH ©E ADFITS HE WAS SICK
WHEN HE READ IT) : '

THESE ARE
HORRIFYING IDEAS.
{couGH!} No
CATHOLIC COULD
POSSIBLY ACCEPT
THEM.

MONSIEUR  {EIBNIZ,

[ SUGGEST You
GIVE UP DOING
METAPHYSICS...

" _AND TURN YOUR

AMONG OTHER THINGS, ARNAULR \/ONDERED
HOV DESCARTES COULD USE HIS INTELLECT TO
PROVE GOD'S EXISTENCE AND BENEFICENCE AND
THEREBY VALIDATE THE RELIABILITY GOF HiS

HE WAS ALSO A GIFTZD PHILOSOPHER
A YOUNC SCHOLAR, HE HAD, LIKE HoOBBES,
SUBMITTED A SET OF OBJECTIONS TO
DESCARTES'S /i TAT IO,

IT seEms 10 ME
THAT YOURE
" ARGUING IN A

THESE ARE THE

FRNAULD WAS KNOWN 1O BE

TRASCIBLE, BUT HIS MARSH AND INSULTING |

RESPONSE TOOK LEIBNIZ BY SURPRISE

WHAT A
HOT-HE AD!

ATTENTION TO
YOUR OWN
SALVATION"?

WONDER HE
DOESN'T HAVE
ANY FRIENDS

LEFT,




\WHAT ESPECIALLY BOTHERED ARNAULD WERE
THL APPARENT CONSEQUENCES OF LEIBNIZ'S
VIEWS FOR DIVINE AND HUMAN LIBERTY.

“ JMAYBE GoD
| WAS RREE
. TO CREATE

Gob WILL HAVE WO SAY OVER THE
COURSE OF HISTORY...

‘1.“ ONCE GoD HAS

A\ CREATED /74

~NOR- WILL HUMAN BEINGS HAVE ANY
FREEDOM.

ACCORDING TO YOUR VIEW OF SUBSTANCE,
ADAM'S EATING :
. THE. FRUIT
CANNOT BE
N A FREE
CHoICE!

LEIBNIZ THOUGHT THAT ARNAULD DID NOT
REALLY UNDERSTAND HIS VIEWS.

GOD KNEW EVERY LAST DETAIL OF THE
WORLD THAT WOULD BE CAEATED,

- NOTHING HAPPENS |

L INDEPENDENTLY OF
Gop's
INTENTIONS.

BleAdE 1T
INVOLVED THIS
COURSE OF
EVENTS.

i xf’»-,

THE * PUGNACIOUS ARNAULD WAS NOT
PERSUADED.

FORTUNATELY FOR LZIBNIZ, ARNAULD, ON
THE RUN FROM THE AUTHORITIES, HAD
MORE PRESSING MATTERS TO DEAL WITH

ALL THIS
NECESSITY
SEERS
b AWFULLY
sl ) CLOSE TO
! WHAT

You CAN
SAY THAT

SPINOZA




ACTIVITY AND SPONTANEITY \WERE NOT N 0. HAD To BE A TRUE
THE ONLY DEFINING FEATURES OF [;\Vj%’,sm (€ ALSO HA
SUBSTANCE FOR LEIBNIZ .

IT HAD TO BE REALLY. on# THING AND
NOT SIMPLY A COLLECTION OF THINGS
(LIKE A PLE OF ROCKS)

OR A "MERE PHENOMENON"
(LIKE A RAINBOW)

THESE THINGS
ARE  "ONE" ONLY

o IN THE MIND OF [ .
\ - A PERCEIVER. £ 3

S

' CAN A BoODY
1 BE A
SUBSTANCE?

e
[l i

"'LL,S/‘* % SUBSTANCE
L ;;}, C 5 INVOWVE MATTER

1‘-1;;"?-'-1' CAN A

THE PROBLEM IS THAT MATTER IS
DIVISIBLE INTO EXTENDED PARTS, AND
THOSE EXTENDED PARTS DIVISIBLE INTO
FURTHER EXTENDED PARTS,

——

THE DIVISION
OF MATTER

V/HAT SECMED TO BE ONE THING - A
MATERIAL BODY - TURNS OUT TO BE ONLY
AN INFINITELY DIVISIBLE AGGREGATE, AND NOT
REAL AT ALL

THIS QUESTION PuzzLED LEIRNIZ
THROUGHOUT HIS PHILOSOPHICAL CAREER

-




AT FIRST, LEIBNIZ AULOWED THAT THERE
WERE CORPOREAL SUBSTANCES.

BUT A CORPOREAL eAsZ#mz HAS TO BE
MORE THAN JUST PASSIVE, DIVISIBLE
EXTENSION. '

THERE'S A
DIFFERENCE

BETWEEN 7Y CAT

~ 2 AND A PILE OF
A ROCKS.

LEIBNIZ WAS A RESTLESS THINKER, 5 /AAND THE ONLY THINGS THAT
HOWEVER, AND EVENTUALLY ‘HE REALIZED *g ARL ABSOLUTELY SIFWPLE AND i
THAT NOTHING INVOLVING MATTER COULD , TRULY INDIVISIBLE ARE SPIRITUAL: 4
HAVE REAL . UNITY. R \OR,J SOULS.

Only AN
ABSOLUTELY  SIMPLE
THING, SOMETHING
THAT DOES NOT
. HAVE ANY PARTS

IT REQUIRES SOME UNIFYING AND
ANIMATING ELEMENT,

SOMETHING TO MAKE IT TRULY ONE
ORGANIC * THING.

LIVING CAT
IS A
SUBSTANCE.

. DEAD CAT
JUST A

ITS UNITY AND
ACTIVITY COME
FROM A SOUL-LIKE
FORM "ADDED TO
1TS MATTER.

LEIBNIZ CONCLUDED THAT THE \WORLD, AT
ITS MOST FUNDAMENTAL METAPHYSICAL LEVEL,
15 CONSTITUTED BY AN INFINITE NUMBER OF|

.
et PONAD

AS SUBSTANCE, A MONAD IS THE ACTIVE
SOURCE OF ALL ITS OWN STATES AND
ACTIVITIES

MMONADS HAVE NO
WINDOWS THROUGH
WHICH ANYTHING

MAY GO IN OR
COME OUT.

T e ONE CREATED MONAD
i CANNOT HAVE A

CAUSAL INFLUENCE

UPON THE INNER

| BEING OF




BECAUSE TMONADS ARE IFVMATERIAL, THEY DO NOT OCCUPY SPACE. AND BECAUSE MONADS
ARE MIND-LIKE, THEIR INNER STATES ARE "PERCEPTIONS," WITH CHANGES IN THE
PERCEPTIONS OF EACH MONAD REFLECTING CHANGES IN THE OTHERS.

THIS IS WHY IT - _ — )
& AS P e In LEIBNIZ'S Mavasoiosy, EVERY THING

THERE 1§ S R , IN NATURE IS AGGREGATED OUT OF

CAUSAL gt . ] MownADs. -
INTER-

L ACTION /&

THESE SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCES ARE WHAT 1 | BoDlES IN SPACE - EXISTS ONLY WITHIN
REAIE? W | | THE PERCEPTIONS OF MONADS

- -

LLIBNIZ WAS NOT THE ONLY 17TH-CENTURY
THINKER O AOOPT A SPIRITUAL MONISM -

THE WVIEW THAT EVERYTHING IN
NATURE 15 “FULL OF LIFE AND

e

HE MAY HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED
BY WHAT HE READ IN A LATIN
TAANSLATION OF A BOOK

R




AS HIS POLITICAL TREATISES - soOM DURIMG THE ENLIGHTENT 1N, PRIMARILY

LOCKE PUBLISHED HIS Arrfy- AS WELL / THE \JORK \JAS OF GREAT INFLUENCE
AFTER HIS RETURN To- ENGLAND. ; THROUGH FRENCH TRANSLATIONS.

5):1,&}!%1 nan~/

pages ﬂfec(,}l:n'\

th  Lec ke

LEIBNIZ, FOR ONE, WAS IMPRESSED BY
WHAT HE READ .

THIS £ :
ILLUSTRIOUS c - 00 BAD
HAS PRODUCED | § . ABOUT 50
ONE OF THE : : - e,
FINEST \JORKS o

HE DECIDED TO COMPOSE A
POINT-BY-POINT COMMENTARY ON
THE BOOK .. - :

AL CALL THEM ML Aot
oV [y




LEIBNIZ TOOK PARTICULAR ISSUE WITH
LOCKES EMPIRICISHM.

OF COURSE,
THE SENSES
ARE
NECESSARY
FOR
KNOWLEDGE,

BUT THEY
ARE N@T
SUFFICIENT
TO PROVIDE
IT ALL

INSTANCES OF THINGS AND EVENTS.

THE PROBLEM IS THAT SENSE EXPERIENCE ACQUAINTS US ONLY WITH SINGULAR

I SEE THAT (e
THIS ROSE

WHILE THESE PARTICULARS MAY ‘SUPPORT A
GENERAL -TRUTH... '

Look,
® THIS ROSE IS
YELLOW!

S0, ROSES ARE _"-,'_J'Eﬁ —l:“
RED.. AS FAR AS |
[ CAN TELL. " }

. THEY CANNOT- ESTABLISH |
THOSE TRUTHS WITH
CVIVERIAL  NVECESITTY,

BUT NOT \HAT /U7 #usfyy BE THE
CASE OR WHAT @77 TO BE THE CASE

LEIBNIZ INSISTS THAT EXPERIENCE CAN
SHOW US \JHAT #4290 TO BE THE
CASE AT A PARTICULAR TIME, N

i | vy TRIANGLE /g7 [
| |HAVE THREE INTERIOR ;&
ANGLES THAT ADD
uP TO 2

I SHouip AcT
WITH CHARITY
TOWARD My

L FELLOW ntm/m/
S BEINGS_

I'M STANDING
IN A FIELD OF

= 1 FoUND A )
YELLOW ROSE!

KINOWLEDGE OF THE NECESSARY TRUTHS. OF
MATHEMATICS, LOGIC, METAPHYSICS, AND
ETHICS CANNOT BE EXPLAINED THROUGH
EXPERIENCE.

OUuR  SENSES
COULD "NEVER
TELL US

: Z'. V

WHAT Vs '
vt OR THAT
JUSTIC s i
Is.f . S ONE  SHOULD

\WORSHIP

.. OR
EVEN THAT

;/ OF SUCH THINGS
THAT REVEALS
THEIR NECESSITY

CAN 1!/ ONLY

COME
Lk

FROM
INNATE
AND  INNER

PRINCIPLES.




THERE ARE CERTAIN: THINGS KNOWN BY
THE . HUMAN FMIND THAT CANNOT BE
ACCOUNTED FOR BY EXPERIENCE ALONE.

THuS, LEIBNIZ SAYS, LOCKE'S THEORY
FAILS ON ITS OWN TERMS -

WHY FUsT WE
ACQUIRE EVERYTHING
THROUGH AWAKENESS

OF OUTER
THINGS

THIS IS WHAT
DISTINGUISHES uS [&
FROM THE BEASTS. |

AND NOT
BE ABLE TO
UNEARTH
ANYTHING
FROM \WJITHIN

OURSELVES?

YOUR OWN CENTURY!

B | ( HEY, WAIT FOR

BEINGS ARL
CAPABLE OF
TRUE

DEMON-
STRATIVE

SCIENCE.

LEIBNIZ BELIEVED THAT LOCKE UNFAIRLY
MISCHARACTERIZED THE THEORY OF
INNATE IDEAS, SO HE DECIDED TO SET
THE ENGLISHMAN STRAIGHT

IT's NOT THAT THEAE
IS ACTUAL KNOWLEDGE
OR FULLY FORMED
IDEAS CONSCIOUSLY
PRESENT IN THE
HUMAN FIND AT
BIATH.

LEIBNIZ PREFERRED TO THINK OF INNATE
IDEAS AS INBOAN INTELLECTUAL

TENDENCIES OF BISPOSITIONS, AS IF THE
MIND 1S PRE-PROGRAMMED - BY Gob -
T0 THINK IN CERTAIN LJAYS,

WHAT IS JAWiZE 1§
POTENTIAL KNOWLEDGE OF =
THESE PRINCIPLES, JUST LIKE JCe=
THE VEINS OF.A BLOCK OF #8000
MARBLE OQUTLINE A SHAPE ik
WHICH IS ALREADY,

1IN THE MARBLE o
 \BEFORE THEY ARE
“\  UNCOVERED BY
THE
SCULPTOR.

e

At TR S

e gt s, .
S [ T
v "

: il




THE MIND NEED NOT EVER BECOME
CONSCIOUS  OF THESE INNATE THINKING :
TENDENCIES  THEMSELVES. o _

o THERE IS NO ¥
OBSTACLE TO THERE
= BEING \WITHIN US
™ TRUTHS WHICH HAVE
: NEVER BEEN /°
.h il

AND WILL NEVER

BE THGUGHT
ABOUT
BY US. Jf

THERE IN
THE MIND,

" WE KNOW
IT'S THERE.

WHEN HE FIRST LEARNED OF LEIBNIZ'S CRITICISMS, HE
DISMISSED THEM AND THEIR AUTHOR.

EVEN THE LARGEST
~ MINDS HAVE BUT I
. NARROW  S\WALLOWS. &

LEIBNIZ \/AS NOT SURPRISED BY
LOCKE'S INITIAL RESPONSE. -

HE WAS PRACTICALLY FINISHED W/ITH HIS
Nt Fieaxr IN LATE 1704 WHEN HE
HEARD THAT LOCKE HAD DIED. ME DECIDED
NOT T0 PUBLISH THE WORK AFTER ALL

\ WE DIFFER TOO MucH
, IN OUR PRINCIPLES.

IT'S NoT LIKE I'm
GOING TO GET A

RESPONSE FROM
HERR LocKE
NOW,

MY Besioes 1T would e
il UNTFAIR TO £RITICIZE A
W OAN UMD CAN ND

LOMGER DEFEND oo

LEIBNIZ'S CRITIGUE OF LOCKE woulp
EVENTUALLY JOIN THE MASSIVE COLLECTION OF
UNPUBLISHED TREATISES, PAPERS, AND NOTES
PILED UP IN THANOVER AT HIS DEATH. MANY

OF THEM REFMAIN UNEDITED TO THIS DAY
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