Reading schedule and some study questions

General Philosophy – Fall 2002

Our readings for the rest of the semester are from Equality, edited by David Johnston

Monday, November 25 – Aristotle, pp.9-17, Burke and de Tocqueville, pp. 65-82 

Wednesday, November 27 – Hobbes, pp. 25-31 and Rousseau, pp. 57-64

Monday, December 2 – Tawney, pp. 90-106

Wednesday, December 4 – Hayek, pp. 107-123

Friday, December 6 – Rawls, pp. 124-145

Monday, December 9 – Nozick, pp. 146-159

Wednesday, December 11 – Walzer, pp. pp. 208-233

Friday, December 13 – review

Notes on reading for Monday, November 25

1. For my purposes, the most important part of the Aristotle selection is the last couple of pages.  Notice that he seems to think that “one person, one vote” would be an unjust principle, and that he wants wealth to count in determining political power.
2. Two thousand years later, we find Burke defending a similar idea.  Writing in reaction to the French Revolution and its overthrow of the feudal aristocracy, Burke condemns ‘leveling’ as contrary to nature and argues that ‘property’ (i.e., people who have a lot of property) must have a central role in government.
3. Tocqueville describes the growth of ‘social equality’ or ‘equality of condition’. He thinks it’s unstoppable, but it worries him a bit.
4. Our main question for the day:  In what sense are people equal?  In what sense should they be equal?  (Equal rights? Equal power? Equal wealth? What?)  
