Possible Mid-TermExam Questions for General Philosophy

The exam will be on Wednesday, October 23.  You will be asked to answer about 6 of the following questions rather briefly (a third of a page) and one question at somewhat greater length (about a page).  You will be able to consult any of the course texts or handouts, but not your notes.  

1 How does Socrates argue that death is probably a blessing?

2 Socrates says that a good man cannot be harmed.  How so?

3 Why does Socrates reject Euthyphro’s definition of ‘piety’ as ‘what is loved by all the gods’?

4 What is Socrates’ reason for saying that it would be wrong for him to escape from prison and avoid being executed?  What do you think about this?

5 Why might someone think that the Apology and the Crito give us inconsistent views about whether it is ever right to disobey the law?  Do you think the views expressed in these two works are inconsistent?

6 In the Meno Socrates questions a slave boy about geometry.  What doctrine is he trying to support by doing this?  Do you think that his ‘experiment’ does give support to his theory?

7 In what sense are philosophers practicing for dying all their lives (according to Socrates)?
8 Briefly, what is Plato’s theory of forms?

9 Why does Plato think that we must have acquired knowledge of the forms before we were born?

10 What reasons does Descartes give (in Meditation One) for doubting his former beliefs?  Which of these reasons leads him to doubt even his knowledge of simple arithmetic?  What do you think about this kind of doubt? (Do you think the reasons Descartes gives are, as he says, “valid and considered reasons” that really do show that none of our ordinary beliefs is certain?)

11 On what basis does Descartes claim that he can be absolutely sure that he exists?

12 What does Descartes think that he essentially is?

13 What rule does Descartes find (in Meditation Three) to guide his search for truth?  What do you think of this rule?

14 Why does Descartes claim that all of our knowledge depends on our knowledge of God and on our knowing that God is not a deceiver?

15 In your own words, explain and evaluate the causal argument for God's existence that Descartes gives in Meditation Three.

16 In your own words, explain and evaluate the ontological argument for God's existence (given by Descartes in Meditation Five).

17 What is Descartes’ best reason for thinking that the mind is distinct from the body?  (Explain briefly.)

18 Someone says, “Descartes is a philosopher who thinks we can’t even know that we have a body or that any material objects really exist.”  You explain their mistake.

19 What is the ‘argument from design’?  (In Hume’s Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion Cleanthes defends a version of this argument, first stated on p. 15.).)

20 In Hume’s Dialogues, Philo raises a number of objections to the argument from design.  (See esp. pp.18-22, 35-41, 44-46, and 49-53.)  Be prepared to state two or three of these objections in plain English.

21 What is your assessment of the argument from design?

22 How does Cleanthes use the example of “an articulate voice...heard in the clouds” to try to answer Philo’s criticisms?  (See pp.23-26)  Does this answer succeed?

23 What is the ‘problem of evil’?  (Philo states a version of this problem on page 63.)

24 What, according to Philo, are the four circumstances that account for most of the natural ‘evil’ in the world?  Do you agree with him that an all-powerful God could easily have remedied these circumstances?  (See pp 69-73)

